red woke twice in the night to find his nose
pressed against the bare stones and mud of the
floor and his breath coming in gasps. His father’s
back was turned to him, and he wouldn'’t look round,
even though Fred screamed until his lungs were
empty. .

‘A dream, he muttered. ‘Dreams don’t matter. Not
real. But it had felt very real: real like blood is real.

He looked up through the vines to the canopy
above them; he squinted, trying to memorise every
inch. The second he got home he would draw the

canopy for his father, in full colour. His father would

buy him pencils in a dozen different greens.

_Fred didn’t want to risk closing his eyes again. It
was a powerful relief when the sun came up, and he
could creep out of the stone hut into its warmth.

There was a chilly lump of guilt sitting in his
stomach, left over from the previous night. He had
never stolen anything in his life, never even tried. He
looked towards the vines, shining vivid emerald in
the morning light. He thought of the look on the
explorer’s face; it had been more than angry. It had
had fear in it.

He would have to apologise. The thought made
Fred’s stomach squirm with humiliation; but he
couldn't leave the explorer thinking he was a habitual
thief, a liar, a cheat. He wasn't sure if the man was
the kind to accept apologies; it might be akin to apolo-
gising to one of the stone statues. But he would try.

He tipped up his boots, checking them for scor-
pions; all the books he’d read had been very urgent on

the matter of scorpions.
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